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MEMORANDUM FOR The President of The United States, President Barack Obama, Chief of 

Staff to the President, Mr. Denis McDonough, Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 

Ms. Jo-Ellen Darcy 

 

SUBJECT: Support for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and opposition to the Dakota Access 

Pipeline 

 

Dear President Obama, 

 

Dear Mr. McDonough and Assistant Secretary Darcy, 

 

Agua International Water Relief submits this letter to oppose the Dakota Access Pipeline. We 

stand in solidarity and support of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and other communities in their 

fight against this dangerous and destructive pipeline. Oil pipelines break, spill and leak—it's not 

a question of if, it's a question of where and when. In fact, a route close to Bismarck was deemed 

not viable due to its proximity to Bismarck, and the fact that the route crossed through or in close 

proximity to several wellhead source water protection areas, including areas that contribute water 

to municipal water supply wells. Yet despite these real consequences, the Army Corps of 

Engineers (“Army Corps”) never took a hard look at the impacts of an oil spill on the Tribe, as 

the law requires. No explanation has been provided as to why the health of, and protection of 

water resources on which, Standing Rock Sioux Tribal members depend are any less significant 

or vital as those of the City of Bismarck. 

 

Instead, now the pipeline is set to run through land that is sacred to the Tribe. Federal law 

requires that sacred places be protected in consultation with the Tribe, but the Corps has not 

complied with that requirement, either. We ask that the Administration take a step back and slow 

down its consideration of the Dakota Access Pipeline—the Corps must carefully consider all of 

the impacts to the Tribe before issuing any approvals. The Dakota Access pipeline does not have 

the easement from the Corps of Engineers to cross Lake Oahe. As the trustee to the Standing 

Rock Sioux Tribe and all tribes, do not grant the final easement until further review of the project 

is guaranteed. 

 



  

Your administration has a treaty and trust responsibility to protect all Indian nations’ water 

resources and must take action now to ensure the Standing Rock Sioux Tribes rights are 

recognized and resources are safeguarded for future generations. 

 

Our organization is a U.S. federally tax-exempt 501 (c)(3) non-profit non-governmental 

organization. Our mission empowers economically disadvantaged small communities to develop 

and sustain clean water supplies. We support sustainable clean water initiatives in nine counties 

around the world. Our organization is also committed to advancing the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals 6: “Access to water and sanitation for all” and Goal 13: “Take 

urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”. We have established a special 

committee on Standing Rock to monitor the administration’s management of this event, and we 

will be supporting peaceful observation of the protests to the pipeline. Please ensure the safety of 

all those involved. 

 

Lastly, our organization’s support for the Sioux Tribe will be managed through our Research, 

Education, Media, and Advocacy (REMA) Program which is focused on and sensitive to 

listening to the needs of economically disadvantaged small communities. It establishes their 

voice as a priority in our budget development process. It also acts as an action arm in support of 

advancing our mission through research, media, education, and advocacy. 

 

Let us turn this questionable moment in American history into a lighthouse for a future where 

small groups and our earth’s resources are preserved. If we can be of any assistance in helping 

design a solution that is considered fair and peaceable please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank 

you for your time and consideration of this matter. I will be delivering this letter of support 

personally to the Sioux Tribe Council leadership and standing alongside them in solidarity at 

Standing Rock. 

 

In service, 

 

 

Gregory K. Gallup 

Executive Director 

Agua International Water Relief 

(310) 733-7242 (714) 681-2482 

www.aguaint.org 


